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Abstract

Afghanistan has witnessed many political, social, and literary changes from the
constitutional era to the present day, and these changes have impacted people's lives, the
evolution of literature, and the attitudes of writers and poets. According to historical and
social developments, the contemporary Ghazal poetry in Afghanistan has experienced
three significant movements. First is the classical movement of Ghazal. This process
emerged due to the formation of the constitutionalism movement, alongside social and
cultural factors and the influence of poets from Turkish, French, and English literature.
Mahmoud Tarzai, Qari Abdullah, Navid, and Sufi Ashgari were prominent
representatives of this period. However, with the historical event of the coup on April
27, 1978, literature began to serve political purposes, leading to the emergence of
ideological literature in Afghanistan. During this time, poetry's form, content, themes,
and literary techniques underwent significant changes. Since the 1960s, modernism in
poetry has intensified. This period is referred to as the neoclassical movement of Ghazal.
Poets of this era wrote Ghazals in the style of classical Ghazal poets, with innovation
primarily occurring in themes rather than in form or language. Prominent figures of this
movement include Khalilullah Khalili, Wasif Bakhtari, Sharif Saeedi, Latif Nazimi, and
Partow Naderi. The second movement is the neoclassical Ghazal movement, which
emerged in the 1970s. During this period, the experiences of Iranian poetry were
reflected in Afghanistan. Third is the modern or post-modern Ghazal movement, which
entered contemporary Afghan poetry in the 1980. The new Ghazal form, along with
Nimaic form and free verse poetry, became prevalent. Poets such as Kazemi, Amini, and
Hossainzadah shone during this period.

Keywords: contemporary Ghazal poetry in Afghanistan, classical Ghazal, neoclassical
Ghazal, modern or post-modern Ghazal
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