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Abstract

The right to life is a divine right. Since life is sacred, nothing—even illness and
pain—can justify its violation. Given the importance of the right to life, Allah,
the Exalted, has prohibited any violation of human life. Mercy killing refers to
the act of a doctor ending the life of a terminally ill patient in order to relieve
them from pain. The issue of euthanasia is a human dilemma. Despite medical
advancements, many individuals resort to this act due to severe pain and
suffering. However, abstaining from such kind of killing is an essential and
necessary obligation for Muslims. The most significant reason for resorting to
mercy killing is the weakness of faith and the focus on materialistic things. The
main aim of this paper was to discuss the concept, causes, types, and
jurisprudential rulings of mercy killing. This research employed a library-based
methodology, which involved a thorough examination and analysis of existing
literature, texts, and scholarly articles. The findings indicated that Islamic law
prohibits any form of mercy killing, regardless of whether it is done with the
consent of the victim or not. The findings also indicated that illness and healing
are in the hands of Allah; thus, humans should seek treatment and not despair
of Allah’s mercy. A doctor's refusal to treat a patient, despite the possibility of
treatment, is considered intentional murder if the refusal leads to the patient's
death and will result in retribution (Qisas). Doctors have a responsibility to
provide serious care for their patients and to make efforts in their treatment;
otherwise, it will open a pathway for negligence among physicians.
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